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May 7, 2007

Dear Friends,
We recently sent out an email request to

the organizations we’ve supported over
recent years, asking them to share what the
Muste Institute means to them. Literally
within minutes, messages began flooding in
from around the world. The response was
overwhelming, both in numbers and enthu-
siasm. We have used a few of these
testimonials in the attached letter, and you
can read many more of them on our website.

Your contributions have made all these
programs possible, and all the love and
appreciation we’ve received from these
groups is really for you, our supporters. 

The Muste Institute is growing fast. In
the last fiscal year we gave out more than a
million dollars in direct and sponsored
grants, and as this fiscal year heads into its
final months we have already topped that
figure by nearly $350,000. 

Please send in your donation now so we
can provide even more support over the
coming year to grassroots groups resisting
militarism and oppression.

Sincerely,

Murray Rosenblith
Executive Director

Grantee Profile:

Counter-Recruitment in Hawaii
Truth 2 Youth, founded in December 2004

in Volcano, Hawaii, received a $1,000 grant
from the Muste Institute last August for
Give Peace a Dance, which brings counter-
recruitment outreach into high school dances
and events. This article is by Truth 2 Youth
coordinator Catherine Kennedy.

Pablo Paredes visited two public
high schools on the Big Island of
Hawaii last September 25 and 26.
Another veteran was slated to come
speak at the schools and chaperone our
first public high school dance a few
days later, as well as do classroom visits
on Maui set up by Maui Peace Action.
However, this vet had to cancel at a late
date because of a rough stretch of post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). I
emailed a desperate plea to southern
California contacts. Within 12 hours (!) I
received a response from Pablo Paredes
through Arlene Inouye of Coalition
Against Militarism in Our Schools. 

Bronx-born Pablo Paredes was a navy
petty officer and weapons-control tech-
nician who was court-martialed for
refusing to deploy to the Persian Gulf in
December 2004. Pablo agreed to come to
Hawaii, even as he was moving from
southern California to Oakland for a
new job at the Central Committee for
Conscientious Objectors (CCCO). The
Oakland CCCO staff thought Pablo
could also help the newly-forming G.I.
Rights Hotline in Honolulu. So at the last
minute, all three islands—Hawaii, Maui
and Oahu—agreed to share the cost of
Pablo’s flights.

Pablo spoke with 107 history stu-
dents in five classrooms at Konawaena
High School in the town of Captain
Cook. The next day Pablo spoke to 93
students in four social studies classes at
Kau Public High School in Pahala, and
gave an impromptu talk in Spanish to a

Pablo Paredes speaks with students at
Konawaena High School on September 25. 

class of honors Spanish students.
Pahala is small and isolated; it was pop-
ulated primarily by sugar cane field
workers and suffered mass unemploy-
ment when Dole left Hawaii in the early
1990s for non-union labor operations in
the Philippines.

Pablo’s presentations are extremely
interactive. After explaining about what
kind of service members become
recruiters, and the incentives that moti-
vate them to keep their jobs, Pablo asks
the class: “How would you evaluate if a
recruiter is doing a good job?” Students
answer, “By how many people he signs
up.” Will he sign up a lot of people if he
mentions possible death, injury, time
away from family? Students answer,
“NO!”

Then Pablo moves to the $4 billion
recruiting budget, explaining that
recruiter’s perks and salaries are just a
small piece of this large pie. What are
the other pieces? How else are young
people recruited? The students supply
the answers as he fills in the pie on the
board: movies, TV, MySpace, video
games, magazine ads, SCHOOLS...

Why is joining the military so good?
Students compile the list: money for col-

lege, benefits, travel and adventure.
Discipline, fitness and patriotism were
also mentioned. Pablo very calmly, kindly
and credibly debunks all these myths.

Pablo then talks about a few things
omitted by recruiters, like that in all
wars the highest percentage of deaths
are innocent civilians, and how PTSD
often results in homelessness. He goes
into detail about cluster bombs, and
how the Pentagon admits that 5% of the
deadly pellets do not explode as they
are meant to. To emphasize how these
pellets later kill children who think they
are colorful tennis balls, Pablo throws
the chalk in his hand to the closest stu-
dent. It’s very effective. By this point the
room is usually very quiet. He asks, “So
what do you think, do you think this is
important information to know before
you sign?” Every kid raised their hand
when he asked this.

Pablo couldn’t stay to chaperone the
“Give Peace a Dance” event at Pahoa
High School on September 29, but we
were lucky to have Pete Shimazaki Doktor
come from Oahu. Pete, the son of a
German Jewish Marine and an Okinawan

continued on page 2
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Catherine Kennedy (left) and Big Island
veteran Alan Laird (behind table) engage with
students at the Sanga Hall Career Fair in Hilo
on March 8. Pete Shimazaki (not pictured)
came from Oahu to help out; he and Alan
talked to dozens of students and counselors
over the course of the three-hour fair.

Hawaii (continued)

Counter Recruitment
Grants, April 2007

The Muste Institute’s Counter
Recruitment Fund makes small grants
to groups engaged in nonviolent educa-
tion and action for social justice. Our
next deadline for proposals is July 20,
2007. Guidelines are on our website at
www.ajmuste.org/counter-recruit.htm.

Coalition for Peace Action
(Princeton, NJ): $1,000 for a joint
project with the Coalition for Peace
and Justice of Linwood, New Jersey,
distributing information on military
recruitment practices to middle and
high school teachers at the New
Jersey Education Association Annual
Conference in November 2007. 

New York Collective of Radical
Educators-NYCoRE (New York,
NY): $1,500 for printing and distri-
bution of the curricular resource
guide “Camouflaged: An investiga-
tion into how the U.S. military affects
you and your community.” 

Syracuse Peace Council
(Syracuse, NY): $1,500 for the
Nonviolent Futures Initiative of the
Military Alternatives Education
Project, providing information within
heavily recruited constituencies about
the tactics of military recruiters, the
truth about life in the military, and job
training, college funding and career
alternatives.

“war bride,” was misled by a deceitful
army recruiter into enlisting right out of
high school as a combat medic. He com-
pleted active duty, but as a reservist
during the first Gulf War, his questions
led him to evolve into a peace activist
and community organizer. Pete is now a
volunteer counselor for the GI Rights
Hotline-Hawai’i, a member of Veterans
for Peace-O’ahu Chapter 113, and a sub-
stitute teacher. He is very outgoing and
warm, with a good sense of humor.

Before the dance, Pete spoke to an
English class at Pahoa, telling them: “I
am talking to you because I WISH I had
had someone who talked to me before I
enlisted.” He colorfully described being
bullied into enlistment by two big older
recruiters when he was 17 years old and
uncertain about his future. He did imita-
tions of them each shouting at him at
very close range from either side. His
casual approach got the kids very com-
fortable and animated. They started
telling him about recruiters calling and
talking to them “like they were friends.”

Since Pete teaches high school stu-
dents on Oahu, he knows what these
kids hear from their parents, and what
social pressures they face. Hawaii is a
unique environment. The military is
perceived as absolutely vital to the
economy. Hawaii still had a plantation
system of economy and labor well into
the 20th century. People who were
“taken care of” by the plantation system
view the military in a similar fashion.
Criticism of such a big provider is still
seen as very much taboo and against
one’s self interest, even risky. 

From February 12 through 14, Jabbar
Magruder from Iraq Veterans Against

the War in Los Angeles came and spoke
at four high schools and one after-school
program on the Big Island. Jabbar is a
24-year old veteran of the California
National Guard who was in Iraq for 11
months working as a Blackhawk heli-
copter mechanic. He is now in a
pre-med program but could be rede-
ployed as soon as 2008. Jabbar recently
took part in the Appeal for Redress, a
message signed by thousands of active-
duty military to their Congressional
representatives, asking for an end to the
occupation of Iraq. 

Jabbar had never been so “up close”
to high school students, hearing their
stories and perceptions. Until this visit
he had mostly spoken at large assem-
blies or to college audiences. In each
presentation Jabbar used the 14-minute
DVD “Before You Enlist,” stopping it at
various points to ask the students ques-
tions. At Kealakehe, a large, crowded
school with a JROTC program, the stu-
dents asked Jabbar: Did he get paid
overtime for working 12 hour days, on
10-day rotations? They were shocked
that he didn’t. At Waiakea High School,
the students asked: “Why haven’t we
heard any of this stuff before?” We told
them, “Because you are the target audi-
ence of an extremely well-funded,
aggressive media campaign to make
military enlistment look great.” One
example: all the library computer
mousepads were complimentary mili-
tary ad mousepads! 

At Laupahoehoe School, a small neg-
lected rural school in a town that also
collapsed after sugar left, the kids kept
Jabbar there for 40 minutes after the bell,
asking questions. Many of the teachers
came and talked to us. Jabbar also spoke at
the Hawaii Academy of Arts & Sciences, a
charter school in the Puna district.

During this school
year we have man-
aged to have veterans
speak to more than
600 students at nine
of the ten public
schools on the Big
Island,  one of the five
charter schools, one
after-school program
and the career fair. In
each school this was
the first time students
were exposed to a
point of view about
the military from
someone other than
school staff or mili-

tary recruiters. It also marked a great
beginning to inter-island collaboration
on counter-recruitment work.

– Catherine Kennedy

Jabbar Magruder talks to students at the library of Waiakea High
School in Hilo in mid-February.
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Lamar Hoover, 1922-2007
Lamar Hoover, a longtime peace activist, journalist and publisher, fair trade

organizer and former associate of A.J. Muste, died on January 6 at the age of
84. Hoover lived in Ojai, California with his wife, Sally, who survives him.
Lamar was managing editor and later an editorial staff member at Liberation
Magazine from March 1967, right after A.J. died, through June 1970. During
this period, Lamar also became a tax resister to protest the Vietnam War and
militarism in general. 

After moving to California in 1979, Lamar became publisher of Times
Change Press, producing books on social change and peace. He also helped
found a group called Tercer Mundo which distributed fair trade crafts and
foods from Latin America and Africa. Lamar and Sally have been regular and
generous supporters of the Muste Institute for many years.

– Murray Rosenblith

New Grants, April 2007
AYPAL TRAC
Oakland, CA: $2,000

The Asian/Pacific Islander Youth
Promoting Advocacy & Leadership -
Talking Root Art Collective (AYPAL-
TRAC) was founded in 1998 as a
community collaborative of seven organ-
izations serving Asian, Southeast Asian
and Pacific Islander youth in Oakland.
This grant goes for HIP HOP TONGA:
Reconnecting Roots & Resistance,
bringing together Tongan youth in East
Oakland to express their traditions and
experiences while educating themselves
and others around social issues.

COALITION FOR PRISONERS’ RIGHTS/
PRISON PROJECT OF SANTA FE
Santa Fe, NM: $2,000

Coalition for Prisoners’ Rights has
been working since 1976 to disseminate
information, analysis and action to those
who are imprisoned or formerly impris-
oned, and their loved ones and allies.
This grant goes for an outreach campaign
to promote the Coalition’s monthly
newsletter, now in its 32nd year, as an
organizing and community-building tool
for prisoners and supporters.

FUNDACIÓN ARTE Y CULTURA DEL
PACÍFICO
Bogotá, Colombia: $1,500

Foundation for Art and Culture of the
Pacific Region (FUNDARTECP) was
founded in 1997 by Daira Quiñones, an
Afro-Colombian activist from the
southern Pacific coast town of Tumaco.
Political violence has forced many
Colombians—including Daira and her
three children—to seek refuge in the
capital. This grant goes for workshops
with these displaced communities to

strengthen their peaceful grassroots
resistance against ongoing physical and
cultural violence.

LABOR’S VOICES 3
New York, NY: $1,500

This grant went for the “Labor’s Voices
3: Media for a New Workers Movement”
conference held April 26-28 in New York
City. The conference brought together
immigrant and independent media
makers with unions and workers centers
to network and strengthen organizing. 

LIFE OR LIBERTY
Brooklyn, NY: $2,000

Filmmaker and activist Konrad
Aderer founded Life or Liberty in 2002 to
build awareness around the unjust treat-
ment of immigrants in the U.S. since
September 11, 2001. This grant goes for
“Enemy Alien,” a documentary about
the two-year struggle for the release
from immigration detention of New
York City-based Palestinian activist and
radio producer Farouk Abdel-Muhti. 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT AND
EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT (NEED)
Tamil Nadu, India: $2,000

NEED has been working with dalit
(“untouchable” caste) communities in
the Pudukottai district of Tamil Nadu
since 1994. This grant goes for rights-
based trainings for dalit volunteers who

will use folk media and small group
meetings to help their communities col-
lectively develop grassroots leadership
and organize against caste and gender
discrimination.

STUDENT/FARMWORKER ALLIANCE
Immokalee, FL: $2,000

Since 2001, the Student/Farmworker
Alliance (SFA) has worked with the
Coalition of Immokalee Workers, a farm-
worker group in Florida, to organize
broad campus support for fair treatment
of agricultural laborers. This past April,
the two groups won a major victory
when McDonald’s agreed to meet the
wage demands of workers who pick
Florida tomatoes. The next target is
Burger King. This grant goes for SFA’s
third annual “encuentro,” a gathering of
young organizers from around the
country in September 2007 to develop
analysis and strategize on campaigns.

LAND, RAIN AND FIRE: REPORT
FROM OAXACA
Brooklyn, NY: $1,500

This grant goes toward a creative
grassroots outreach and distribution
campaign for a 30-minute documentary
film about the ongoing social uprising
and government crackdown in the
southern Mexican state of Oaxaca. The
film seeks to build solidarity with the
grassroots people’s movement in
Oaxaca and raise awareness about the
impact in Mexico of U.S. intervention
and globalization.

The A.J. Muste Memorial Institute makes
small grants to groups engaged in nonvi-
olent education and action for social
justice. Our next deadline for proposals
is July 21st. Guidelines are on our web-
site at www.ajmuste.org.



Pamphlets (total qty:) _____ x $2.00 each ($1.40 each for 20 or more) $ _______________

Sampler Pack _____ x $20.00 (one each of all 14 available pamphlets) $ _______________

The Essays of A.J. Muste: _____ x $20.00 * $ _______________

Peace Agitator: _____ x $5.00 * $ _______________

T-Shirts: (L)_____ (XL) _____ x $15.00 $ _______________

I am enclosing a tax-deductible contribution for the Muste Institute’s 

work promoting active nonviolence and social justice: $ _______________

* for bulk rates, contact the Muste Institute office

TOTAL ENCLOSED $ _______________

SHIP TO_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Essay Series Quantity
1 Martin Luther King, Jr. _____

2 Barbara Deming _____

3 Henry David Thoreau _____

4 Jessie Wallace Hughan _____

5 Emma Goldman _____

6 Rosa Luxemburg _____

7 A. J. Muste _____

8 On Wars of Liberation _____

9 Aldous Huxley _____

10 Paul Goodman _____

11 War Tax Resistance _____

12 Sidney Lens _____

13 Martin Luther King, Jr. (Spanish) _____

14 Jeannette Rankin _____

15 David McReynolds _____

Please make check or money order
payable to AJMMI and send to:
A.J. Muste Memorial Institute
339 Lafayette St.
NY, NY 10012

A. J. Muste Memorial Institute

ESSAY SERIES

DAVID 
McREYNOLDS

A 
Philosophy
of
Nonviolence

#9:Aldous Huxley
– Twentieth Century
visionary and prolific
writer – Science,
Liberty and Peace
qty:______________

#10: Paul Goodman
– pacifist, anarchist,
activist – The Morality
of Scientific Technology;
The Psychology of Being
Powerless
qty:______________

#11:Some Writings on
War Tax Resistance –
thoughts, poems, tales
from resisters,
including Juanita
Nelson,Allen Ginsberg
and Pete Seeger
qty:______________

#12: Sidney Lens –
peace and labor
activist, socialist,
occasional political
candidate – six articles
spanning three decades
on the state of the U.S.
labor movement
qty:______________

#1: Martin Luther
King, Jr. – America’s
leading apostle of
human dignity – Loving
Your Enemies; Letter
from a Birmingham Jail;
Declaration of
Independence from the
War in Vietnam. Also
available in Spanish –
see #13.
qty:______________

#2: Barbara
Deming – the
feminist connection to
nonviolence – On
Revolution and
Equilibrium
qty:______________

#13: (Spanish)
Martin Luther
King, Jr. – Spanish
language translation
of Loving Your
Enemies, Letter from
a Birmingham Jail and
Declaration of
Independence from
the War in Vietnam.
qty:______________

#14: Jeannette
Rankin – first
woman in Congress,
suffragist, pacifist –
“Two Votes Against War”
and Other Writings on
Peace”
qty:______________

#3: Henry David
Thoreau – the
original architect of
resistance – On the
Duty of Civil
Disobedience
qty:______________

#4: Jessie Wallace
Hughan – suffragist,
peace activist, founder
of the War Resisters
League – Pacifism and
Invasion; On Duelling
qty:______________

#5: Emma Goldman
– fiery orator,
anarchist, agitator for
peace and liberation –
Preparedness:The Road
to Universal Slaughter;
The Individual, Society
and the State
qty:______________

#6: Rosa
Luxemburg –
courageous leader of
Germany’s democratic
socialist movement – 
Prison Letters
qty:______________
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ESSAY SERIES
No. 

15
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ESSAY SERIES

JEANNETTE 
RANKIN

“Two Votes 
Against 
War” and 
Other
Writings
on Peace

No. 

14

Peace Agitator:
The Story of 
A.J. Muste,
by Nat Hentoff
A 250-page
biography with
many photos,
profiling the
‘grandfather’ of
the U.S. peace
movement –
minister, labor
activist, pacifist
and resister.
Introduction by
Larry Gara.
qty:____________
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The Essays of A.J. Muste
Edited by Nat Hentoff, preface by Jo Ann O. Robinson. Originally issued in 1967, this new
500-page edition includes Muste’s “Notes for an Autobiography,” plus essays on pacifism,
civil rights, trade unionism and foreign policy, written between 1905 and 1966.

The Essays of

A.J.Muste
E  D  I  T  E  D   B  Y  

N a t  H e n t o f f
P  R  E  F  A  C  E   B  Y  

J o  A n n  O. R o b i n s o n

SPECIAL OFFER: FREE SHIPPING!! If you use this form to order our Essay Series pamphlets,
books or t-shirts, we will provide free shipping (via US mail, book rate). Send in your order today!

#15: David
McReynolds –
longtime activist with
the War Resisters
League, Socialist Party
presidential candidate
– A Philosophy of
Nonviolence
qty:______________

#7:A. J. Muste –
foremost 20th Century
Pacifist theoretician and
activist, minister,
socialist – Who Has the
Spiritual Atom Bomb? 
qty:______________

#8: On Wars of
Liberation – three
essays on pacifist
responses to armed
freedom struggles,
including analysis of
Gandhi’s position
qty:______________

Wear Your 
Peace Shirt
Muste Institute 
t-shirts are black
cotton with a four-
color geometric
design and the
words: “There is no
way to peace, peace
is the way – A.J.
Muste” Available in
large and extra
large. Shirts are
made in the U.S.A.
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