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Building Community,
Fighting Displacement

Thanks to your generous support, the
Institute continues to be very busy, as you
can see in these pages. Over the past few
months we have been able to support many
exciting grassroots organizing and activist
campaigns through our grantmaking and
sponsorship programs. With your
continued help, we can reach even more
worthy projects with our crucial resources.
We are grateful to all of you who
responded to the July letter from our Board
of Directors about the Youth Manifesto
Campaign’s counter-recruitment victory in
Oakland, the massive anti-nuclear march
in New York, Haitian resistance to
corporate agriculture and other movement
milestones. Thank you for being inspired to
give so generously.
If you haven’t donated yet, or if you did
and are able to give again, please take a
moment to send us a check in the enclosed
reply envelope or contribute through the
JustGive button on our website. With your
help, we can continue to grow our support
for the many groups locally, nationally and
around the world who are using nonviolent
action as an instrument to further the
struggle for peace and social justice.
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In January 2010, the Muste
Institute took on fiscal sponsorship of Movement for
Justice in El Barrio (MJB, also
known by its name in
Spanish, Movimiento por
Justicia del Barrio), a community organization founded in
2005 in East Harlem, New
York City. The Movement is
made up of more than 600
immigrant and low-income
families fighting displacement from their homes in this
neighborhood known as El
Sincerely,
Barrio, and building solidarity with like-minded
grassroots social justice February 2010: The Third Encuentro for Dignity and
movements around the Against Displacement, organized by Movement for Justice
Jeanne Strole
Jane Guskin
in El Barrio, ends with a crowd of excited children helping
world.
Co-Director
Co-Director
to
smash
the
“neoliberal
piñata.”
The Movement’s mission
incorporates struggles “for
the liberation of women, immigrants,
gays, lesbians, the transgender community, people of color, and indigenous
communities.” Because many of its
members are Mexican immigrants, MJB The Visitors, a Muste Institutehas close links with Mexico, and identi- supported documentary about
fies itself as part of “The Other families who travel from New
Campaign,” a nonviolent civil society York City by bus every weekend
movement started by the Zapatista to visit relatives in upstate
rebels.
prisons, was released in April
In February 2010, MJB hosted its 2009 to great acclaim. The story
Third Encuentro for Dignity and Against follows Denise, the bus
Displacement. Hundreds of activists coordinator (pictured here),
from across the city took part in the gath- whose husband is coming home
ering. Also present via live video link soon after 17 years of
were South African activists from town- imprisonment. The Muste
ships in Cape Town and Durban, where Institute granted $2,000 in June
residents were resisting forced displace- 2006 through the Prison Action Network for production expenses of this film by Turkish-born
ment ahead of the 2010 World Cup, and director Melis Birder, which seeks to raise awareness about the impact of incarceration on
Mexican activists from San Salvador prisoners’ families. In early 2010 the film screened at three New York prisons and at the
Atenco, who have been defending their Museum of Modern Art, and aired on the Documentary Channel. It will be shown this
community from the planned construc- November at a meeting of the American Society of Criminology. It is also available on DVD;
tion of a commercial airport.
for details see http://visitorsdocumentary.com/.
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The Visitors Hits the Screen
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Counter Recruitment Grants, Remembering
June 2010
Martha

Peace House, Ashland, OR: $1,500
for a program fighting the poverty draft
by reaching out to high school students
in the southern Oregon area of Ashland,
Phoenix, Talent and Medford with
information about the reality of military
service and alternative education and
career options.
American Friends Service Committee

(AFSC), San Francisco, CA: $1,500 for
Full Picture, a project to increase the
number of classroom presentations by
recent veterans and to provide informational literature and resources on
alternatives to the military to students
in the San Francisco Bay area.
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Community Alliance of Lane County,
Eugene, OR: $1,500 for a project challenging the militarization of youth
while working to support the movement for immigration reform, and
focusing on the connections between
these two issues.

“Do you know any famous people who worked
for peace?” asks Community Alliance of Lane
County (CALC) volunteer Teri Schlesinger at
the September 18-19 Fiesta Latina festival in
Eugene, Oregon, where CALC shared its booth
space and rain canopy with the immigrant
rights group CAUSA. The CALC table
included counter-recruitment information in
English and Spanish, and fun activities like a
“spin the wheel” game, in which youth win
prizes for answering questions about the
military and peace.

Adalys Travel Grants, June 2010
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Activists from the Agroecological Movement of
Latin America and the Caribbean (MAELA)
gather in August in Asunción, Paraguay for a
continental assembly held in conjunction with
the Americas Social Forum. The Muste
Institute’s Adalys Vázquez Solidarity Travel
Fund helped a Guatemalan food sovereignty
network, Redsag, send a representative to the
meeting. The grant was one of seven the
Adalys Fund made in June, totaling some
$4,500; other grantees were from Argentina,
Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican
Republic and Mexico. For a complete list, see
the online version of Muste Notes.
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Help Us Bring Nonviolence
Back into the Classroom!
Our best-selling pamphlet of Martin Luther King’s great
writings and speeches on nonviolence has just gone out of
print—at a moment when fall classes are starting, and the rush
of year-end donations is still around the corner. We need your
help to reprint this great resource as soon as possible, so we
can get it into the hands of students and activists around the
country. Please donate now! (If you want your gift to go specifically for this purpose, please indicate “MLK” on the memo
line of your check or when designating your online donation.)

Friedlaender
I was saddened to learn of the
death of Martha Friedlaender on
September 3 at age 78, after a long illness. She served on the Board of the
Muste Institute between 1982 and
1986, and was also involved with the
Fellowship of Reconciliation and the
Ethical Culture Society. I worked
closely with her at the time of the
New York City mobilization against
nuclear weapons in June of 1982,
when the crowds filling Central Park
were too vast to count. She was
cheerful, determined, vigorous and
active; a woman who lit the room
when she walked in. She is missed.
—David McReynolds, Board Member
Martha in
February
1985, at an
event
marking
A.J.
Muste’s
100th
birthday.
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The
International
Nonviolence Training Fund
(INTF) makes grants for nonviolence trainings outside the
U.S. or in indigenous communities within the U.S. The
next deadline is December 3,
2010. Guidelines and application forms are on our website
at www.ajmuste.org/guidintf.htm.
Between July 2009 and
June 2010, the INTF made the
following eight grants totaling
$22,588:
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Nonviolence Training Grants,
July 2009 - June 2010

August 2, 2010, Oaxaca: 85 people join in a discussion on
nonviolent strategies, supported by an INTF grant to Grupo
de Reflexión.

Active
Nonviolence
Education Center, Dharamsala, India:

$2,888 in June 2010 (via Tibetan
Children’s Villages) for a Training/
Workshop/ Open Forum Discussion on
Active Nonviolence Strategies with
Tibetan refugees.
Combatants
for
Peace,
East
Jerusalem, Israel: $3,000 in June 2010 for
a Training in Non-Violent Action –
Learning the Comprehensive Meaning
of Effective Non-violent Resistance, an
educational and participatory workship
to be held with Combatants for Peace
members in Beit Jalla, East Jerusalem.
Community Initiative for Change (CIC)
Trust, Nairobi, Kenya: $3,000 in
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December 2009 for a gender and nonviolence training for community leaders
within informal settlements in Nairobi for

sustainable post-conflict peace building.
Grupo de Reflexión, Oaxaca, Mexico:
$3,000 in December 2009 (via Educa
Oaxaca, Servicios para una Educación
Alternativa A.C.) to build capacity in
nonviolence for social movements in
Oaxaca. An intensive training involved
50 participants from Catholic base communities, indigenous and campesino
communities organizing for territorial
and resource rights, organic farmers,
unionized teachers and other social
movements. A follow-up public discussion of nonviolent strategies was
attended by 85 people, including students, professors, activists and leaders,
in the city of Oaxaca.
Kwale Interfaith Youth Association,
Mombasa, Kenya: $3,000 in April 2010
for a three-day active nonviolence
training with 25 leaders
from this youth association.
Mizrahi
Democratic
Rainbow
–
New Discourse, Tel Aviv,

Above, trainer Jane
Ngugi of CIC Trust in
Kenya facilitates a
session on “gender and
the socialization process”
during a training
funded by the Muste
Institute. Below, participants in the CIC Trust training
engage in a role-play exercise.

Israel: $2,500 in December
2009 for a training
with 20 young activists from
the ethnically mixed Dora
neighborhood, who are
organizing themselves to
change the current academic
system because it creates and
perpetuates
economic
inequalities between ethnic
groups and limits educational options. The training
came out of a long-term
awareness process facilitated
by Mizrahi Democratic
Rainbow-New Discourse, in

At a training organized by Mizrahi
Democratic Rainbow, a participant in a
“personal experience workshop” is applauded
by others as she wraps up her presentation. In
this exercise, each participant presented their
personal vision and dream to the group, and
shared meaningful texts and music which
were instrumental in shaping their
personality and social consciousness.

which community members learn about
the root, structural causes of the social
injustices they face and build campaigns
for change.
Palestine Solidarity Project, Palestine:
$2,800 in January 2010 for the Center for
Strategic Alternatives Political Action
Training, helping Palestinian community members to develop autonomous
strategies of nonviolent resistance to
displacement and violence.
Whatcom Peace & Justice Center,
Bellingham, WA: $2,400 in April 2010
for a “Community Honor and
Resistance Nonviolence Training” on
the Lummi Nation Indian Reservation,
as part of efforts to create an active,
inclusive, community voice for peace
and social justice in Whatcom County.

Nonviolence Training
Needs Support!
Your donations are needed to sustain the International Nonviolence
Training Fund, so more people can
learn how to collectively apply the
theory and practice of nonviolent
action to effective campaigns for
social justice. The INTF’s grantmaking focuses on building local
training capacity throughout the
world, especially in areas where
funding is scarce. To support this
important work, indicate “INTF” on
the memo line of your check or
when designating your online gift.
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#2: Barbara Deming –
the feminist connection to
nonviolence – On
Revolution and Equilibrium

O N
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#3: Henry David Thoreau
– the original architect of
resistance – On the Duty of
Civil Disobedience

The Essays of

#5: Emma Goldman –
fiery orator, anarchist,
agitator for peace and
liberation – Preparedness:
The Road to Universal
Slaughter; The Individual,
Society and the State
#6: Rosa Luxemburg –
courageous leader of
Germany’s democratic
socialist movement –
Prison Letters

#9: Aldous Huxley –
Twentieth Century
visionary and prolific writer
– Science, Liberty and Peace
#10: Paul Goodman –
pacifist, anarchist, activist –
The Morality of Scientific
Technology; The Psychology
of Being Powerless

#4: Jessie Wallace
Hughan – suffragist, peace
activist, founder of the War
Resisters League – Pacifism
and Invasion; On Duelling
#1: Martin Luther King,
Jr. – America’s leading
apostle of human dignity –
Y
Loving Your Enemies;
RIL Letter
T
RA
PO PRINJail;
from a Birmingham
TEMT OF
Declaration
of
Independence
U
O
from the War in Vietnam.
Also in Spanish – see #13.

N O N V I O L E N C E

#7:A. J. Muste – foremost
20th Century Pacifist
theoretician and activist,
minister, socialist – Who Has
the Spiritual Atom Bomb?
#8: On Wars of
Liberation – three essays
Y
on pacifist responses
RIL to
RA INT
R
PO Pstruggles,
armed Tfreedom
M
F
E O
T
including
analysis
of
OU
Gandhi’s position

#11: Some Writings on
War Tax Resistance –
thoughts, poems, tales
from resisters, including
Juanita Nelson, Allen
Ginsberg and Pete Seeger
#12: Sidney Lens –
peace and labor activist,
socialist, occasional
political candidate – six
articles spanning three
decades on the state of
the U.S. labor movement
#13: (Spanish) Martin
Luther King, Jr. –
Spanish language
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DAVID

McREYNOLDS
JEANNETTE

A
Philosophy
of
Nonviolence

RANKIN

“Two Votes
Against
War” and
Other
Writings
on Peace

translation of Loving Your
Enemies, Letter from a
Birmingham Jail and
Declaration of
Independence from the
War in Vietnam.
#14: Jeannette Rankin
– first woman in Congress,
suffragist, pacifist – “Two
Votes Against War” and
Other Writings on Peace”

A.J.Muste
E D I T E D

B Y

Nat Hentoff
P R E F A C E

ZZZZZ

B Y

#15: David McReynolds
– longtime activist with the
War Resisters League,
Socialist Party presidential
candidate – A Philosophy of
Nonviolence

The Essays of A.J. Muste
Edited by Nat Hentoff, preface by Jo Ann O. Robinson. Originally issued in 1967, this 500-page

edition includes Muste’s “Notes for an Autobiography,” plus essays on pacifism, civil rights, trade
unionism and foreign policy, written between 1905 and 1966.

Peace Agitator:The
Story of A.J. Muste,
by Nat Hentoff. A
250-page biography
with many photos,
profiling the
‘grandfather’ of the
U.S. peace
movement –
minister, labor
activist, pacifist and
resister. Introduction
by Larry Gara.

Wear Your
Peace Shirt.
Muste Institute t-shirts
are black cotton with a
four-color geometric
design and the words:
“There is no way to peace,
peace is the way – A.J.
Muste” Available in large
and extra large. Shirts
are made in the U.S.A.

IF YOU USE THIS FORM, SHIPPING IS FREE—SEND IN YOUR ORDER TODAY!
Essay Series
Quantity
1 Martin Luther King, Jr.
_____
2 Barbara Deming
_____
3 Henry David Thoreau
_____
4 Jessie Wallace Hughan
_____
5 Emma Goldman
_____
6 Rosa Luxemburg
_____
7 A. J. Muste
_____
_____
8 On Wars of Liberation
9 Aldous Huxley
_____
10 Paul Goodman
_____
11 War Tax Resistance
_____
12 Sidney Lens
_____
13 Martin Luther King, Jr. (Spanish)
_____
14 Jeannette Rankin
_____
15 David McReynolds
_____
Printed on Recycled Paper

Pamphlets (total qty:)
_____
x $2.00 each ($1.40 each for 20 or more)
Sampler Pack
_____
x $20.00 (one each of all 15 pamphlets)
The Essays of A.J. Muste: _____
x $20.00 *
Peace Agitator:
_____
x $5.00 *
T-Shirts:
(L)_____ (XL) _____
x $15.00
I am enclosing a tax-deductible contribution for the Muste Institute’s
work promoting active nonviolence and social justice:
* for bulk rates, contact the Muste Institute office
SHIP TO ________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________

$ _______________
$ _______________
$ _______________
$ _______________
$ _______________
$ _______________

TOTAL ENCLOSED $_______________
Please make check or money order
payable to AJMMI and send to:
A.J. Muste Memorial Institute
339 Lafayette St.
NY, NY 10012
Newsletter Design: Judith Rew

